[Cutaneous side effects of EGF-receptor inhibition and their management].
The receptor of the epidermal growth factor (EGF-receptor) plays a role in the pathogenesis of many human carcinomas. Recent strategies in anti-tumor therapy target the EGF-receptor, e.g., by the EGF-receptor blocking monoclonal antibody cetuximab or by small molecules inhibiting the tyrosine kinase activity of the EGF-receptor, such as gefitinib and erlotinib. The EGF-receptor is also expressed in normal human skin; in clinical trials with different EGF-receptor inhibitors, cutaneous side effects were common. We report on cutaneous side effects of EGF-receptor blockade, in particular acneiform lesions, xerosis and paronychia, and discuss their management.